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Press release: UNTFSSE welcomes AIM
and FEBEA as observer organizations

The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy
(UNTFSSE) welcomes the International Association of Mutual Benefit Societies (AIM)
and the European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers (FEBEA)
as observer organizations.

Together, AIM and FEBEA expand the Task Force's expertise on mutuality and social
protection, and on ethical, cooperative, social and solidarity finance, including
access to finance for social and solidarity economy entities.

AIM is the international umbrella organization of health mutuals and health
insurance bodies, with more than 50 member and partner organizations across 27
countries in Europe, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East.

FEBEA is the European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers,
representing more than 30 institutions from 17 European countries. Its members
include diverse financial and non-financial institutions, including banks, cooperative
lenders, foundations, associations and other organizations active in ethical and
alternative finance.

The participation of AIM and FEBEA comes at a time of growing international
cooperation on the social and solidarity economy. On 11 June 2026, governments
from across all United Nations regional groups met at the International Labour
Organization (ILO) to launch the Group of Friends on the Social and Solidarity
Economy, a voluntary platform for intergovernmental cooperation.

“AIM and its members are honoured to join as an Observer. We have long
admired the work of the UN Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy, and
we're excited to bring the voice of health mutuals to this global community.
Rooted in solidarity, democratic governance, and a people-centred approach to
universal social protection, we are looking forward to learning from and
contributing to the conversations ahead. We are grateful to be part of this
journey together.”

— International Association of Mutual Benefit Societies (AIM)


https://www.unsse.org/
https://www.aim-mutual.org/
https://febea.org/
https://www.unsse.org/ssegof
https://www.unsse.org/ssegof
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“At FEBEA, we believe finance should serve people and the common good. For
decades, ethical finance institutions across our network have channelled citizens'
savings towards local communities and the social and solidarity economy,
demonstrating that finance can drive inclusion, resilience and sustainable
development. We are pleased to contribute this experience to the UNTFSSE as an
Observer and look forward to collaborating with fellow members, learning from
the Task Force's collective expertise and sharing the contribution of ethical
finance to more democratic and people-centred economic systems.”

— European Federation of Ethical and Alternative Banks and Financiers (FEBEA)

About the UNTFSSE

Established in 2013, the UNTFSSE brings together United Nations entities,
intergovernmental organizations and international non-governmental organizations
concerned with the promotion of the social and solidarity economy for sustainable
development.

Highlights

® AIM, representing health mutuals and health insurance bodies, and FEBEA,
representing ethical and alternative banks and financiers, are welcomed among
the observer organizations of the UNTFSSE.

® AIM has more than 50 members and partners across 27 countries, while FEBEA
represents more than 30 institutions from 17 European countries.

® Their participation strengthens the Task Force’s expertise on mutuality and
social protection, and on ethical, cooperative, social and solidarity finance.



