Inter-Agency Task Force on

@ UN Social and Solidarity Economy

Revised Terms of Reference for the United Nations
Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity
Economy (UNTFSSE) — 2024

Article I. Name

1. The organization is known as the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy
(hereafter, the Task Force).

Article Il. Purpose and Functions
2. The purpose of the Task Force is to promote the social and solidarity economy for sustainable development.

3. Torealize this purpose, the Task Force operates in accordance with the values and principles of the United Nations
to:

a. Assist relevant entities of United Nations development system in providing support to States, upon their
request and in accordance with their mandates, to identify, formulate, implement and assess coherent and
enabling policy measures and frameworks for developing the social and solidarity economy for sustainable
development;

b. Facilitate partnership and dialogue between relevant entities of the United Nations development system,
intergovernmental organizations with a mandate to promote the social and solidarity economy, and
international non-governmental organizations that adhere to the values and principles of the social and
solidarity economy and whose main purpose is to promote it;

c. Foster coherence, cooperation and coordination on the promotion of the social and solidarity economy for
sustainable development within the United Nations system and with multilateral, international and regional
financial institutions and development banks;

d. Coordinate research, statistics and knowledge management on the social and solidarity economy in the
United Nations system.

Article Ill. Membership

4. Membership of the Task Force is open to:

a. Relevant entities of the United Nations development system;
b. Intergovernmental entities with a mandate to promote the social and solidarity economy.

5. Any eligible entity may be admitted to membership of the Task Force, upon recommendation of the Secretariat, by
a two-thirds majority vote of the Steering Committee.

6. Letters of application for membership must be addressed to the Secretariat and:

a. Explain the relevance or mandate of the entity concerning the promotion of the social and solidarity economy;
b. Be signed by a senior manager of the entity;
c. Indicate the name, function, and contact details of the official responsible for liaising with the Task Force.
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Members are invited to participate in Task Force activities, structures and decision-making processes and have
the right to vote.

Membership may be terminated at the Member’s written request to the Secretariat.

Any international non-governmental organization wishing to apply for observer status with the Task Force must
meet the following conditions:

a. demonstrate the international nature of its composition and activities by proving that it is represented, has
affiliates or operates in a considerable number of countries;

b. adhere to the values and principles of the social and solidarity economy as defined in the International Labour
Organization’s Resolution concerning decent work and the social and solidarity economy, adopted in June
2022 and recognized in the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 77/281 of 18 April 2023, entitled
“Promoting the social and solidarity economy for sustainable development”;

c. formally express a clearly defined purpose, supported by its statutes and by explicit reference to its own
activities, to represent, produce and share knowledge on, or promote the social and solidarity economy or
any of its components;

d. not be a regional or sub-regional affiliate of a current Observer;
e. submit its application in a letter addressed to the Secretariat, printed on official letterhead and signed by an
authorized officer of the organization, along with supporting documentation.
The organization submitting the application must send:

. a copy of the organization’s statutes;

. the names and titles of the members of the governing body of the organization and their nationalities;
. the full contact details of the organization’s headquarters, registered address and postal address;

. the name, function and contact details of the person responsible for liaising with the Task Force;
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. a description of the organization’s composition and the aggregate membership of the organizations affiliated
to it;
a copy of the organization’s most recent annual report;

—h

g. information about the organization’s observer or consultative status or special relations with any United
Nations organs, specialized agencies, or other international organizations.

h. detailed and verifiable information about the organization’s sources of financing, including its main funders.
If, following the examination of the documents and information, the Secretariat considers that the organization

submitting the application meets the prescribed conditions, its application will be submitted to the Steering
Committee for decision following consultation with Members and Observers.

Observers are invited to participate in open meetings of the Task Force through a representative and an alternate,
without having the right to vote. Observers may also be invited to participate in the activities and technical and
operational structures of the Task Force and to respond to its requests for inputs.

Observer status may be terminated:

a. At the Observer’s written request to the Steering Committee;

b. Automatically because of the Observer’s absence from three consecutive regular meetings or from half of
the regular meetings during any calendar year; or
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c. By a two-thirds vote of the Members present and voting, provided that notice has been submitted in writing
at least 30 days in advance of the vote.

Article V. Governance

14. The Task Force is led by a Steering Committee consisting of five persons representing Members and elected by
the Membership for two years or until their successors are elected.

15. Three members constitute a quorum for the Steering Committee.
16. The Steering Committee elects from its number a Chair or two Co-Chairs.
17. The Member or Members represented by the Chair or Co-Chairs provide the Secretariat for the Task Force.

18. The Steering Committee may establish, dissolve, and delegate responsibilities to technical and operational
structures which may include representatives of Members, Observers, and/or other resource persons as necessary
to carry out the functions of the Task Force.

19. Five Members constitute a quorum for the meetings of the Task Force.

20. Decisions within the meetings and structures of the Task Force should be taken by consensus to the extent
possible. If consensus on any matter cannot be reached, the matter may be put to a vote.

21. The Task Force holds regular meetings, normally on a quarterly basis.

Article VI. Amendment

22. These terms of reference may be amended at any regular meeting of the Task Force by a two-thirds vote, provided
that the amendment has been submitted in writing at least 30 days in advance of the vote.



