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February 25, 2025

The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE) is
pleased to welcome the African Union Commission (AUC) as its newest member. This
significant step underscores the AUC’s commitment to leveraging the social and solidarity
economy (SSE) as a catalyst for inclusive and sustainable development across Africa.

The African Union aims to enhance economic participation, social inclusion, and resilience
by fostering SSE initiatives at national, regional, and continental levels, through its Ten-Year
SSE Strategy. As the continent with the world’s youngest population, Africa can harness the
SSE as an alternative economic model and an indispensable tool for promoting fairer
economies rooted in solidarity and respect for human rights. The African Union’s ten-year
SSE Strategy and Implementation Plan (2023-2032), adopted by the AU Assembly of Heads
of State and Government in February 2025, seeks to strengthen the role of the SSE in Africa
by fostering a people-centred economic model aligned with the African Union’s Agenda
2063, ‘The Africa We Want'. The Strategy’s primary objective is to “increase the identity,
visibility, and recognition of the SSE in Africa in order to harness its potential to improve the
quality of life of citizens, create decent work, facilitate empowerment, reduce poverty and
inequalities in health, education and gender, to be resilient in the face of economic, health and
environmental crises, and to employ social innovations and contribute to the African Cultural
Renaissance”. Its adoption aligns with global milestones such as the ILO Resolution, Strategy
and Action Plan concerning decent work and the SSE and the UN General Assembly
Resolutions on Promoting the SSE for Sustainable Development, adopted in 2023 and 2024.

Strengthening Regional and Global Cooperation

By joining the UNTFSSE, the African Union reinforces its role in shaping global SSE policies,
fostering collaboration, and ensuring Africa’s perspectives are reflected in international
decision-making. This membership will enhance cooperation between the AU, UN agencies,
and other global partners, facilitating the exchange of knowledge, best practices, and policy
innovations that can support the SSE for sustainable development across the continent. This
partnership marks a significant step toward strengthening SSE ecosystems in Africa and
beyond, contributing to a more inclusive and sustainable global economy.


https://unsse.org/
https://au.int/en/commission
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ten-year-2023-2032-social-and-solidarity-economy-sse-strategy-africa
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ten-year-2023-2032-social-and-solidarity-economy-sse-strategy-africa
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/overview
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/overview
https://www.ilo.org/resource/ilc/110/resolution-concerning-decent-work-and-social-and-solidarity-economy
https://www.ilo.org/resource/gb/346/follow-resolution-concerning-decent-work-and-social-and-solidarity-economy
https://www.ilo.org/resource/gb/346/follow-resolution-concerning-decent-work-and-social-and-solidarity-economy
https://docs.un.org/A/77/281
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/79/213
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Ms. Simel Esim, Chair of the UNTFSSE and Head of the Cooperative, Social and Solidarity
Economy Unit at the International Labour Organization (ILO), welcomed the AU's
membership, stating:

“The African Union’s ten-year strategy and action plan on the SSE is a milestone for advancing
the SSE for sustainable development in the Global South. I am confident that the AU’s membership
in the UNTFSSE will enhance collaboration on policy development, knowledge sharing, and
implementation of SSE solutions that support economic justice and social inclusion.”

Dr. Sabelo Mbokazi, Head of the Labour, Employment and Migration Division of the African
Union Commission, emphasized the significance of this partnership:

“The African Union is committed to harnessing the transformative potential of the social and
solidarity economy. By joining the UNTFSSE, we look forward to fostering stronger synergies
among international actors, ensuring that SSE values and principles contribute to Africa’s
sustainable development and economic resilience.”

About the UNTFSSE

The UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE) was
established in 2013 to promote the SSE for sustainable development in line with UN values
and principles. It supports UN entities in strengthening SSE initiatives, facilitates
partnerships with intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and
coordinates research and knowledge-sharing efforts within the UN system to advance the
SSE globally. For further information, please visit the UNTFSSE website: https://unsse.org/.
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